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Dear Students, Staff, and Families, 
 
This month our students are participating in Parents as Reading Partners (PARP).  PARP is a New York State 
PTA program which encourages parents to read with their children for at least 15 minutes per day and 
reinforces the bond between home and school. This reading program is a collaborative effort amongst 
parents, teachers, and the PTA to promote our children to become better readers! Reading is one of the most 
important activities in a child’s education and is a key indicator of scholastic success.  What better way to 
support these efforts than by selecting a Book of the Month that celebrates the beautiful magic that occurs 
between an author, an illustrator, and a reader when a new book is discovered! Pamela Zagarenski’s 
inspiration for our October Book of the Month, The Whisper, comes from this exact process; when she begins 
working on a new project, she says that she must fall in love with the author’s words. 
 
“I have to visualize, fall in love with the story. I read the words over and over and over again. I work in my 
journal with ideas and make the roughest sketches I can,” says Zagarenski.  “The words dictate what I’m doing, 
but not entirely. I add in underlying themes, secrets and surprise elements,” UConn Today reported . “It was 
an interesting process,” Zagarenski says. “I honestly felt that I was playing tennis with myself.  On one side of 
the net was the writer, on the other side was the illustrator, and at the end I got really close to the net and the 
words and images came together. It was sort of like having a dialogue with myself.  I’ve always had a narrative 
going on in my head when I paint. This time I wrote the narrative down.” 
 
I hope our school community falls in love with lots of books, such as The Whisper during our PARP event this 
year. To learn more about how to experience another great PARP month, visit the NYS PTA PARP page for 
more ideas.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kristen Reingold 

 
Kristen Reingold 
Principal 
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https://today.uconn.edu/2015/11/the-whisper-in-the-words-and-pictures-of-pamela-zagarenski/
https://nyspta.org/home/programs/pick-reading-partner-parp/
https://nyspta.org/home/programs/pick-reading-partner-parp/

